Jeffrey Smart

For Step 2 Identifying needs and wants
Jeffrey Smart is an Australian painter, born in 1921. A major focus of Smart’s work is composition; that is, the ordered arrangement of elements (shapes, lines, colours, shades) to create a whole artwork. It includes a consideration of balance, rhythm, contrast and harmony. He said once that he was usually concerned with putting the right shapes in the right colours in the right places.

There is a touch of humour in most of his work. (However, younger students may not see this.) Smart’s subject matter is usually urban and often ‘dull or mundane’.

His work is often mysterious, even though it appears to portray only the ordinary world. However, Smart can make this ordinary world appear extraordinary and unusual. It’s good for the students to think about how Smart makes the scene interesting.

Most students will be able to recognise Smart’s subject matter. It is useful for them to consider possible reasons why he paints this way, why he paints those particular scenes, and why it’s from that particular point of view.

The following questions could be used to stimulate discussion:

· What do you see? (subject matter) Have you seen this before? When? Where?

· Is this a ‘real’ place or has Smart made it up? How do you know?

· What time of the day is it? How do you know? (light, shadows etc)

· Where’s the light coming from?

· Talk about colours. Are they warm or cool? Strong or weak? Realistic or unnatural?

· Texture. Is the surface rough or smooth? Why?

· Trace the path your eye follows as you look at the work. Where does it end up? (focal point) Is there more than one? (The teacher could introduce the idea of perspective here; that is, the way lines meet at a focal point on the horizon.)

· What’s the most distant thing in the artwork? What’s the closest? (Discuss foreground, middle-ground and background.)

· What has just happened? Why? What is going to happen next? Why?

· Do you think the artist likes this place? Why? Do you like this place? Why?

· What name (title) would you give this work? Explain.
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